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thus provide water routes between all the bordering seas. The north-
flowing rivers have their lower courses in the European plain, and the
distances between them.are so short that it has been possible to connect
their tributaries by a remarkably complete system of canals.

Eastern Europe has a similar hydrographic center in the low
Valdai Hills. From here such rivers as the Volga, the Dnepr, tfic
Dvina and the Severnaya Dvina lead to the Caspian, the Black Sea,
the White Sea and the Baltic. Here again connection by canal is^ fre-
quently easy, and transportation is facilitated in all directions. There
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is thus no portion of Europe not well served by waterways, and no con-
ceivable direction in which freight'may not be shipped by water.

As the general movement of European commerce is toward the
North Sea, the navigable rivers flowing in that direction are most used
for transportation. The Rhine, the Elbe, the Seine and the Thames
are thus among the most important commerce carriers in Europe or
the world. The rivers flowing into the Baltic reflect the declining rela-
tive importance of that sea by carrying but little freight. They also
labor under the handicap of being closed by ice for considerable periods
each winter. Through navigation on such Mediterranean rivers as the
Rhone and the Po is hindered by their extensive deltas, although they